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DIVISION 2. HEALING ARTS [500 - 4999.129]  ( Division 2 enacted by Stats. 1937, Ch. 399. )
CHAPTER 5. Medicine [2000 - 2529.8.1]  ( Chapter 5 repealed and added by Stats. 1980, Ch. 1313, Sec. 2. )

ARTICLE 20. Revenue [2435 - 2448]  ( Article 20 added by Stats. 1980, Ch. 1313, Sec. 2. )

  The following fees apply to the licensure of physicians and surgeons:

(a) Each applicant for a certificate based upon a national board diplomate certificate, each applicant for a certificate based on
reciprocity, and each applicant for a certificate based upon written examination, shall pay a nonrefundable application and
processing fee, as set forth in subdivision (b), at the time the application is filed.

(b) The application and processing fee shall be six hundred twenty-five dollars ($625).

(c) (1) Each applicant who qualifies for a certificate, as a condition precedent to its issuance, in addition to other fees required
herein, shall pay an initial license fee. The initial license fee shall be one thousand one hundred fifty-one dollars ($1,151). An
applicant enrolled in an approved postgraduate training program shall be required to pay only 50 percent of the initial license fee.

(2) Beginning January 1, 2027, the initial license fee shall be one thousand two hundred fifty-five dollars ($1,255).

(d) (1) For licenses that expire on or after January 1, 2024, the biennial renewal fee shall be one thousand one hundred fifty-one
dollars ($1,151).

(2) For licenses that expire on or after January 1, 2027, the biennial renewal fee shall be one thousand two hundred fifty-five
dollars ($1,255).

(e) Notwithstanding Section 163.5, the delinquency fee shall be 10 percent of the biennial renewal fee.

(f) The duplicate certificate and endorsement fees shall each be fifty dollars ($50), and the certification and letter of good standing
fees shall each be ten dollars ($10).

(g) Notwithstanding any other law, if at the end of any fiscal year the board has unencumbered funds in an amount that is equal to or
more than the board’s operating budget for the next six months, the board shall reduce license or other fees, whether the license or
other fees be fixed by statute or may be determined by the board within limits fixed by statute, during the following fiscal year in an
amount that will reduce any surplus funds of the board to an amount less than the board’s operating budget for the next six months.

(Amended by Stats. 2023, Ch. 294, Sec. 24. (SB 815) Effective January 1, 2024.)

  (a) In addition to the fees charged for the initial issuance or biennial renewal of a physician and surgeon’s certificate
pursuant to Section 2435, and at the time those fees are charged, the board shall charge each applicant or renewing licensee an
additional twenty-five dollar ($25) fee for the purposes of this section.

(b) Payment of this twenty-five dollar ($25) fee shall be voluntary, paid at the time of application for initial licensure or biennial
renewal, and due and payable along with the fee for the initial certificate or biennial renewal.

(c) The board shall transfer all funds collected pursuant to this section, on a monthly basis, to the Department of Health Care Access
and Information to augment the local assistance line item of the annual Budget Act in support of the Song-Brown Family Physician
Training Act (Article 1 (commencing with Section 128200) of Chapter 4 of Part 3 of Division 107 of the Health and Safety Code).

(Amended by Stats. 2022, Ch. 511, Sec. 12. (SB 1495) Effective January 1, 2023.)

  (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, if Article 14 (commencing with Section 2340) becomes inoperative or the
diversion program described in that article is discontinued, the board shall reduce the amount of the following fees:

(1) The initial license fee, as described in subdivision (c) of Section 2435.
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(2) The biennial renewal fee, as described in subdivision (d) of Section 2435.

(b) The amount of the reductions made pursuant to subdivision (a) shall equal the board’s cost of operating the diversion program.

(c) The board shall not make the reductions described in subdivision (a) if a diversion program is established by statute and requires
the board to fund it in whole or in part from licensure fees.

(Amended by Stats. 2017, Ch. 775, Sec. 82. (SB 798) Effective January 1, 2018.)

  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, if Section 12529.6 of the Government Code remains operative on or after July 1,
2008, and is not repealed, the board may, by regulation, beginning January 1, 2009, increase the amount of the initial licensure fee
and the biennial licensure renewal fee by a maximum of twenty dollars ($20) each, if an increase is required for the cost of
transferring those employees.

(Added by Stats. 2005, Ch. 674, Sec. 19. Effective January 1, 2006.)

  The fees in this article fixed by the board shall be set forth as emergency regulations duly adopted by the Division of
Licensing.

(Amended by Stats. 1993, Ch. 1267, Sec. 34. Effective January 1, 1994.)

  (a) (1) In addition to the fees charged for the initial issuance or biennial renewal of a physician and surgeon’s certificate
pursuant to Section 2435, and at the time those fees are charged, the board shall charge each applicant or renewing licensee an
additional twenty-five-dollar ($25) fee for the purposes of this section.

(2) The twenty-five-dollar ($25) fee shall be paid at the time of application for initial licensure or biennial renewal and shall be due
and payable along with the fee for the initial certificate or biennial renewal.

(3)  On or before July 1, 2015, the board shall develop a mechanism for a physician and surgeon to pay a voluntary contribution,
at the time of application for initial licensure or biennial renewal, for the purposes of this section.

(b) The board shall transfer all funds collected pursuant to this section, on a monthly basis, to the Medically Underserved Account for
Physicians created by Section 128555 of the Health and Safety Code for the Steven M. Thompson Physician Corps Loan
Repayment Program. Notwithstanding Section 128555 of the Health and Safety Code, these funds shall not be used to provide
funding for the Physician Volunteer Program.

(c) Up to 15 percent of the funds collected pursuant to this section shall be dedicated to loan assistance for physicians and surgeons
who agree to practice in geriatric care settings or settings that primarily serve adults over 65 years of age or adults with disabilities.
Priority consideration shall be given to those physicians and surgeons who are trained in, and practice, geriatrics and who can meet
the cultural and linguistic needs and demands of diverse populations of older Californians.

(Amended by Stats. 2014, Ch. 439, Sec. 1. (SB 1116) Effective January 1, 2015.)

  The board may fix a fee for the approval of postgraduate training for clinical service programs approved by the Division of
Licensing at an amount equal to the cost to the division in reviewing applications for approval of those programs, but in no event
shall the fee exceed four hundred dollars ($400).

(Added by Stats. 1985, Ch. 1176, Sec. 24.)

  (a) Every licensee is exempt from the payment of the renewal fee and requirement for continuing medical education if the
licensee has applied to the Division of Licensing for a retired license. The holder of a retired license may not engage in the practice
of medicine or the practice of podiatric medicine.

(b) If a physician and surgeon has applied to convert from retired status to active status on or after January 1, 2004, but prior to
January 1, 2005, the fee to change license status shall be waived, unless the change in status coincides with the physician and
surgeon’s license renewal date. The board shall refund any fees paid by a physician and surgeon to change from retired to active
status after January 1, 2004, and before January 1, 2005, unless the change in status coincides with the physician and surgeon’s
license renewal date.

(Amended (as added by Stats. 909, Ch. 607, Sec. 10) by Stats. 2004, Ch. 909, Sec. 3.5. Effective September 30, 2004.)

  (a) Every licensee is exempt from the payment of the renewal fee while engaged in full-time training or active service in the
Army, Navy, Air Force, or Marines, or in the United States Public Health Service.

(b) Every person exempted from the payment of the renewal fee by this section shall not engage in any private practice and shall
become liable for payment of such fee for the current renewal period upon his or her discharge from full-time active service and shall
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have a period of 60 days after becoming liable within which to pay the renewal fee before the delinquency fee is required. Any
person who is discharged from active service within 60 days of the end of a renewal period is exempt from the payment of the
renewal fee for that period.

(c) The time spent in full-time active service or training shall not be included in the computation of the five-year period for renewal
and reinstatement of licensure provided in Sections 2427 and 2428.

(d) Nothing in this section shall exempt a person, exempt from renewal fees under this section, from meeting the requirements of
Article 10 (commencing with Section 2190).

(Amended by Stats. 1986, Ch. 220, Sec. 11. Effective June 30, 1986.)

  (a) Any licensee who demonstrates to the satisfaction of the board that he or she is unable to practice medicine due to a
disability may request a waiver of the license renewal fee. The granting of a waiver shall be at the discretion of the board and may
be terminated at any time. Waivers shall be based on the inability of a licensee to practice medicine. A licensee whose renewal fee
has been waived pursuant to this section shall not engage in the practice of medicine unless and until the licensee pays the current
renewal fee and does either of the following:

(1) Establishes to the satisfaction of the board, on a form prescribed by the board and signed under penalty of perjury, that the
licensee’s disability either no longer exists or does not affect his or her ability to practice medicine safely.

(2) Signs an agreement on a form prescribed by the board, signed under penalty of perjury, in which the licensee agrees to limit
his or her practice in the manner prescribed by the reviewing physician and agreed to by the board.

(b) The board may require the licensee described in paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) to obtain an independent clinical evaluation of
his or her ability to practice medicine safely as a condition of receiving a disabled status license under this section.

(c) Any person who knowingly provides false information in the agreement submitted pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (a)
shall be subject to any sanctions available to the board.

(Amended by Stats. 2016, Ch. 303, Sec. 4. (AB 2745) Effective January 1, 2017.)

  The renewal fee shall be waived for a physician and surgeon who certifies to the Medical Board of California that license
renewal is for the sole purpose of providing voluntary, unpaid service.

(Amended by Stats. 2016, Ch. 239, Sec. 2. (SB 1261) Effective January 1, 2017.)

  The following fees apply to fictitious-name permits issued under Section 2415:

(a) The initial permit fee shall be seventy dollars ($70). If the permit will expire less than one year after its issuance, then the initial
permit fee is an amount equal to 50 percent of the fee in effect at the beginning of the current renewal cycle.

(b) For permits that expire on or after January 1, 2022, the biennial renewal fee shall be fifty dollars ($50).

(c) The delinquency fee is twenty dollars ($20).

(d) The duplicate permit fee shall be forty dollars ($40).

(Amended by Stats. 2021, Ch. 649, Sec. 23. (SB 806) Effective January 1, 2022.)

  All moneys paid to and received by the board shall be paid into the State Treasury and shall be credited to the Contingent
Fund of the Medical Board of California. Those moneys shall be reported at the beginning of each month, for the month preceding,
to the Controller.

Moneys in the contingent fund shall be available, upon appropriation by the Legislature, for the use of the board and from it shall be
paid all salaries and all other expenses necessarily incurred in carrying into effect the provisions of this chapter.

If there is any surplus in these receipts after the board’s salaries and expenses are paid, such surplus shall be applied solely to
expenses incured under the provisions of this chapter. No surplus in these receipts shall be deposited in or transferred to the
General Fund.

(Amended by Stats. 2017, Ch. 775, Sec. 83. (SB 798) Effective January 1, 2018.)

  Unless otherwise expressly provided in this chapter, all fines imposed or forfeitures of bail collected by any court in
connection with any violation of the provisions of this chapter shall, as soon as practicable after receipt thereof, be deposited with the
county treasurer of the county in which such court is situated.

Amounts so deposited shall be paid at least once a month as follows:
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(a) Seventy-five percent to the State Treasurer by warrant of the county auditor drawn upon the requisition of the clerk or judge of
the court for deposit as provided in Section 2445.

(b) Twenty-five percent to the county where the case is pending.

(Added by Stats. 1980, Ch. 1313, Sec. 2.)

  The board shall refund any fees, fines, or forfeitures in accordance with the provisions of Section 158. The board may expend
from its contingent fund whatever sums may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this section.

The State Treasurer and all other officials having custody of the funds of the board shall upon request or direction of the board pay
out the refunds or approve such payments from the contingent fund.

(Added by Stats. 1980, Ch. 1313, Sec. 2.)

  Notwithstanding the possession by a licensee of a renewal receipt or other acknowledgement of renewal of licensure, a
license issued and renewed may, at any time, be suspended, revoked, or forfeited as provided in this chapter without refund of any
fees.

(Added by Stats. 1980, Ch. 1313, Sec. 2.)
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